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A Military Portrait of Hippos -
from Ptolemaic Fortress to Seleucid Polis
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A record of early settlement at Hippos and its establishment as the Seleucid polis of Antiochia Hippos
is almost entirely absent from the historical sources.

However, archaeological findings in recent years have lent increasing support to the theory that a
Ptolemaic fortress existed on Mount Sussita in the 3rd century BCE. This fortress was conquered by
Antiochus lll in 219 BCE in the Fourth Syrian War or in the Fifth at the latest, when after the battle of
Panaeas (200/119 BCE), Coele-Syria was taken over by the Seleucids.

Evidence of a fortress or Seleucid military colony has also grown in recent years in light of archaeological
findings in the center of the mountain plateau where the fortress may have stood. Subsequently,
Antiochia Hippos was founded as a polis in the first half of the 2nd century BCE, during the time
of Antiochus Ill or IV. The Seleucid city came to an end with the conquest of Alexander Jannaeus,
apparently in 101 BCE.

Probes in the area of the temenos (Hellenistic compound) in the city center revealed strata from the
3rd and mid-2nd centuries that pre-date the time of the temenos’ construction. The stratum dated by
ceramics to the 3rd century BCE, together with c. 15 Ptolemaic coins from the 3rd to the beginning
of the 2nd centuries BCE discovered in various places in the city, provide the first glimpse of Ptolemaic
presence at Anthiocia Hippos in the 3rd century BCE. This was apparently a fortress.

Probes in the temenos also revealed portions of paving that were found covered with burnt layers
predating construction of the temenos walls. The rich findings, which included a sling bullet, pottery
and especially six coins of Antiochus IV, enable us to determine that the pavement was not installed
before the second quarter of the 2nd century BCE. Cisterns and silos east of the temenos date from
the middle and the end of the 2nd century BCE. Together with small finds, these installations are the
main finds from the Seleucid period at Hippos: which allow us to attempt to trace the beginning of
urban settlement at Hippos to the mid-2nd century BCE.

A good many new cities were founded in the region of Syria during the time of Antiochus Ill, “The
Great”. On its founding, the city was given its name, Antiochia Hippos, by Antiochus Ill or IV. Even if
this was not a completely new foundation, but rather the military colony developed slowly into an
urban settlement, the declaration itself had symbolic and administrative significance.
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