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Ptolemaic Fortress overlooking Wadi Ruqqgad
in the Southern Golan Heights

Enno Bron and Oren Zingboym
The Israel Antiquities Authority

enno@israntique.org.il, zingboym@israntique.org.il

During the month of December 2014, a rescue excavation was conducted in the area of the border
triangle in the southern Golan Heights, east of Moshav Eliad, 100 m west of the Israeli border fence.
The excavation, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority, was funded by the Ministry of Defense
and directed by E. Bron and O. Zingboym.

The excavation exposed the remains of a square, fortified structure measuring 13x13 m with walls
2.5 m thick constructed of margin drafted ashlars laid as headers and stretchers. The building, on a
northeast-southwest axis, overlooks the confluence of the Ruggad and Yarmug rivers.

Coins and pottery indicate that the fortress was constructed during the Hellenistic period, probably at
the beginning of the 3rd century BCE and was probably part of the Ptolemaic regional border defense
system facing the Seleucid threat east of the Ruggad. The fortress lost its military importance and was
abandoned during the 1st century BCE.

Two thresholds were exposed in the northeastern and southwestern outer walls of the structure,
indicating that two roofed, indirect entranceways were constructed leading to a higher level of the
structure.

During the Middle Roman period (3rd-4th centuries CE), the ground floor of the fortress was reused,
probably for storage of agricultural products. A plaster floor was installed and along the central axis of
the room three pillar bases were constructed.

The Rugguad Fortress is the only Ptolemaic fortress excavated to date in the southern Golan Heights.
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