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This article opens the special issue of Michmanim devoted to Antiochia Hippos (Sussita) and its territory.
It contains a series of articles reflecting what we know to date about Hippos in a variety of research
areas. This special issue coincides with the University of Haifa’s Hecht Museum exhibition (opening in
December 2017), Before the Earth Shook — The Ancient City of Hippos-Sussita Emerges. \While
the purpose of these articles is not to reflect the exhibition itself, the connection is clear. Some of the
finds discussed here are on display in the exhibition.

Sussita, as the city was originally called in Aramaic in Jewish sources, or Antiochia Hippos as it was
known in Greek, was founded in the 2nd century BCE on the plateau of Mount Sussita. The mountain
is located about 2 km east of the Sea of Galilee, between the lakeside valleys and the Golan Heights
to the east. The Hellenistic-period polis developed into a prosperous city in the Roman period and
became a bishopric in the Byzantine period. Hippos was one of the Decapolis cities and the only polis
in the southern and central Golan; thus this region was apparently part of its territory.

In recent years the archaeological expedition has moved ahead in uncovering the following areas in the
city: the Basilica, the Bastion (a position for projectile launchers), the Southern Bathhouse, a portion
of the western Decumanus Maximus, the Northeastern Insula and the western residential quarter.
We have also begun unearthing several building complexes along the saddle ridge — a mausoleum,
monumental gate and a portion of a public bathhouse; a theater has also been discovered. The latter
three are apparently part of a sanctuary, perhaps to one of the rustic gods, Dionysus (?), which was
built in the 2nd century CE and continued in use until the 4th century.

In addition to the Hellenistic compound in the city center, installations and finds have been unearthed in
recent years that lead us to posit the existence of a Ptolemaic fortress on the plateau in the 3rd century
BCE; we believe the fortress developed into a Seleucid city in the first half of the 2nd century BCE.

The center of the city of Hippos has been quite extensively excavated, as have some of its fortifications,
its eastern gate and built complexes from the Roman period — when the city was at its zenith — such as
the odeion, a colonnaded street and the southern public bathhouse. The city continued to prosper in
the Byzantine period, as attested by the many built complexes and (at least) seven churches.

The decline of the city is evident from the end of the 6th century CE. This process accelerated during
the Umayyad period, when public construction ceased almost entirely, and parts of the city were
abandoned. This trend can be seen in the western residential quarter and the replacement of public
buildings in the city center by industrial complexes. From the end of the 7th century to the beginning
of the 8th century CE, Hippos was no longer a city, but rather a declining industrial town, which came
to an end in an earthquake in 749 CE.
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